
ENG 275 The Bible as Literature

Linn-Benton Community College
Winter term 2011

CRN 35999 MWF 12Noon   NSH 206
Text:   The Bible, New International Version preferred, 

but students may use other modern language versions.  
How to Read the Bible as Literature by Leland Ryken
Optional supplemental text: How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, by Gordon D. Fee and

Douglas Stuart ISBN 0-310-38491-5

Instructor: Pamela McLagan
Contact info: e-mail    pam.mclagan@linnbenton.edu   (Hotmail e-addresses might not come

through to  this account. )

LBCC phone:  541-917-4525 

Office:  NSH-113 Office hours: MWF 11-11:50 AM

The Bible has inspired people for millenia, and it has had a profound effect on Western
culture, literature, art, music, and law.  In order to understand much of Western arts and
letters – and even history, students must have a working knowledge of the literature of
the Bible.

This course is designed to acquaint students with literary forms, styles, and content of
Biblical materials and to point out Western literary and artistic indebtedness to the
Biblical heritage.

After completing this course, students should
*Recognize how Biblical literature helps in understanding the human condition,
*Recognize Biblical influence in Western culture (arts, letters, music, law),
*Interpret the Biblical literature through critical reading,
*Identify and analyze Biblical literary genre,
*Write and/or present analyses of Biblical material in reference to historic or

modern art, music, literature, law, etc., which have been influenced by 
the Bible.

In order to achieve these goals, students will read assigned Biblical texts; participate in
small and large group discussions on literary genre, content, and interpretation of texts;
participate in journal, essay, and project writing; contribute to the class knowledge base
by means of short oral presentations; and take quizzes on textual content.

mailto:pam.mclagan@linnbenton.edu


Additional Guidelines:

*Type or word-process final revised paragraphs and essays (except those done in
class).

*Plan for all work to be done on time... this includes drafts and revisions.

*A 10% penalty will be imposed for late work. 

 A “Get Out of Jail Free” coupon will be available for one use during the term. 

 If not used for a late assignment, the coupon may be submitted 

for bonus points  during week 10.  (
*******************************

***Since this course deals with a text which has generated controversy, we need

to keep focused on what we are about.  This is a course in literature, not religion. 

For the purpose of this course, what students believe or don’t believe about the

text is irrelevant.  Since we all want respect, we need to show respect –-even to

(especially to) those with whom we may disagree.***

Campus Resources:
+Conferences with the instructor.  I’ll have office hours each day that I’m on campus.  If
those hours do not work for you, we can meet by appointment.  (Turn over for office and
office hours)
+Library (917-4638)
+Writing helps: a cooperative writing service including ESOL, Writing Desk, Writing
and Study Skills Labs and more.
+Writing Center: Writing Desk Assistants and Writing Peer Tutors will provide
assistance (not copy editing, not correcting) with specific paragraph and essay
assignments.  
+ Computer Labs: WH 213 and Forum 202 and NSH 108.

Disability Statement:

Students who may need accommodations due to documented disabilities, who have medical information

which the instructor should know, or who need special arrangements in an emergency, should speak with

the instructor during the first week of class.  If you have not accessed services and think you may need

them, please contact Disability Services, 917-4789.  If you have documented your disability, remember

that you must complete a Request for Accommodations form every term in order to receive

accommodations.

Inclusion Statement:

LBCC prohibits unlawful discrimination based on race, color, religion, ethnicity, use of native language,

national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, veteran status, age, or any other status

protected under applicable federal, state, or local laws.



Eng 275 The Bible As Literature

Proposed schedule, Winter term 2011

Specific reading assignments to follow.

Week 1

1/3-7

Intro to course, class.  Stories in the Bible.  Chaps. 1,2, Ryken

Beginnings: Genesis and the Patriarchs.  Read all of Genesis.

Week 2

1/10-14

The exodus, the law, and the wilderness.  Exodus and the Pentateuch 

Chap.3, Ryken Narratives /history

Week 3

1/17-21

MLK, Jr. Holiday, Monday, January 17

History–

Reviewing chapters 1-3 Essay Assignment

Week 4

1/ 24-28

History and a “play” Joshua, Judges, Ruth, the “David” stories

Chap 4, Ryken

Week 5

1/31-2/4

Biblical Poetry–Psalms, Proverbs, Visionary Literature

Chap 5, 10 Ryken 

Week 6

2/7-11

Poetry, Proverbs, continued

Chap 6, Ryken Mid-term exam

Week 7

2/14-18

Visionary literature: the prophets

Chap 11, Ryken

Week 8

2/21-25

Presidents’ Day Holiday, Monday, February 21

The Gospels– The story of Jesus.

Chap. 7, 8  Ryken

Week 9

2/28-3/4

The Letters to the Churches

Chap 9, Ryken Projects due

Week 10

3/7-11

The ending–

Review chap 5 (visionary lit.) and Chap 12

In addition to the quizzes, students will write at least one essay and will complete a project

linking Biblical text to art, music, literature, or law.  Assignments will follow.

Final exam: Expect a take-home exam for the final.  Details will follow.



Bible as Literature: Purpose and General course procedures

This course is designed to do at least two things:

1.  Introduce students to the Bible’s literary content.  A book does not inspire

or inform other literature without have literary content itself.  The Bible contains several genre:

narratives of various sorts, history, poetry, letters, wisdom literature, visionary works.    We will

look at each type and see how several genre can weave in and out of the same section.  We

will become acquainted with the Bible’s characters and settings and even some present day

counterparts.

2.  Connect the Bible’s content to art, literature, music, and law throughout the

millennia.  Throughout the course, we will relate Biblical text to the art, music, and culture of

Western Civilization.  This will be part of the class content, and students will be able to explore

these connections in their own interest area.

How we get there:  Each week, we will

have readings from Biblical text and from

the supplemental Ryken book.  Specific

readings will be posted at the beginning of

class and will be available at least a week

ahead of time.   Students are encouraged to

take notes and complete the study guides

for each section.

Each week (Wednesdays, starting week 2),

we will have a 10-point quiz on the readings

and class activities.  Students must be

present in class to take the quiz, and

quizzes cannot be made up.  

Each student will receive a “Get Out of Jail

Free Card” which can be used 

1.  To excuse a missed quiz,

2.  To eliminate late “fees” on a late

assignment when it is submitted within one

week of the due date, OR

3.  As bonus points at the end of the

term.

In addition to the quizzes and the midterm,

students will write at least one essay and

will complete a project linking Biblical text to

art, literature, music, film–in other words,

Western culture.

Specific assignments will follow.


