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Literature: Fiction

Linn Benton Community College
Winter Term 2013
CRN 37232 MWF 1 PM – NSH106
Text: Perrine’s Story and Structure: An Introduction to Fiction, 13th Edition (Student ISBN 978-

0-495-89800-9)    edited by Thomas R. Arp and Greg Johnson
ENG 104 Packet of Stories Available

Instructor: Pamela McLagan
Contact info: e-mail    pam.mclagan@linnbenton.edu   

(Use your LBCC-assigned e-address...or forward that to the address you use.)

LBCC phone:  541-917-4525

Office:  NSH-113 Office hours: MWF noon-12:45

Everyone loves a good story.  As humans, we seem hard-wired to tell stories and to enjoy the
stories of others.  Some of us like our stories short, some like them long, some like them in
print, some like them on the stage, and others like them on the screens of TVs or movie
theatres.  Stories can help us escape into another time and space, can show us worlds different
from our own, can stretch our minds and imaginations, and can help us expand our views of the
world.

This course is designed to increase student understanding of the conventions of fiction through
reading and examining selected literary works such as the short story and the novel.

After completing this course, students should
*Recognize how literature helps in understanding the human condition,
*Interpret literary works, short fiction, and the novel, through critical evaluation,
*Demonstrate how literature enhances personal awareness and creativity,
*Write and/or speak confidently about their own and others’ ideas.

In order to achieve these goals, students will 
*read assigned texts; 
*participate in small and large group discussions on literary genre, content, and

interpretation of texts; 
*p articipate in journal, essay, and/or  project writing, which may include library or internet-

based research; 
*contribute to the class knowledge base by means of short oral presentations; and 
*take quizzes on textual content.

During the term, we will discuss the characteristics of literature in general, the elements of
fictional works, and world view and how that is communicated.  In order to get the most from
the course, students should plan to attend class every session.  

Students should come prepared each day

to participate in student-lead discussions on the works assigned 

and to submit notes on assigned reading or to be quizzed on the reading material.  

**It is highly encouraged that you take WR121 before or concurrent with this course.**

You will be expected to write college-level essays on the readings.
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Additional Guidelines:

*Type or word-process final revised paragraphs and essays (except those done in
class).  Notes may be legibly hand-written

*Plan for all work to be done on time... this includes drafts and revisions.  

A 10% penalty will be imposed for late work. 

 A “Get Out of Jail Free” coupon will be available for one use during the term. 

 If not used for a late assignment, the coupon may be submitted 

for bonus points  during week 10.  (

*Plan to do your own work.  Give appropriate credit for information and/or quotations
from others’ work so that you will avoid plagiarism.  When you do it yourself, you’ll learn
better!

***Since some of the material we read may have controversial themes, 

we need to keep focused on what we are about.  

We will be stretching our world views, 

so respect for one another and others’ ideas is a must! ***

Campus Resources:

+Conferences with the instructor.  I’ll have office hours each day that I’m on campus.  If those

hours do not work for you, we can meet by appointment.  (See front page for office and office

hours)

+Library (917-4638)

+Writing helps: a cooperative writing service including ESOL, W riting Desk, W riting and Study

Skills Labs and more.

+Writing Center: W riting Assistants and W riting Peer Tutors will provide assistance (not copy

editing, not correcting) with specific paragraph and essay assignments.  The W riting Center is

located in the Learning Center– second floor of the library building.

+ Computer Labs: W H 213 and Forum 202 

Disability Statement:
If you have emergency medical information for your instructor, need special arrangements to evacuate campus, or have a
documented disability, please meet with your instructor, by appointment, no later than the first week of the term, to discuss your
needs and present your ODS accommodation letter.  If you have a documented disability that will impact you at college and you
have yet to seek accommodations, contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) for intake and to document your disability with
LBCC. Only students who document a disability and present an accommodation letter to an instructor are entitled to academic
accommodation.  Each term, when you register for classes, and at least 2-3 weeks prior to the start of the term, submit your
Request for Accommodations form to ODS.  During Week 1, pick up the letter for your instructors and deliver in person to each
instructor during office hours or by appointment.  Instructors may need time to arrange your accommodations.  ODS may be
reached from any LBCC campus/center by email– ODS@linnbenton.edu or by calling 917-4789.  Letter pickup is available at each
LBCC campus/center.  Additional instructional services beyond classroom instruction and instructor consultations are available for
all students at the Learning Center and the Support Lab at HO-114

LBCC Comprehensive Statement of Nondiscrimination
LBCC prohibits unlawful discrimination based on race, color, religion, ethnicity, use of native language, national origin, sex, sexual
orientation, marital status, disability, veteran status, age, or any other status protected under applicable federal, state, or local laws.
For further information see Board Policy P1015 at http://po.linnbenton.edu/BPsandARs/
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ENG 104 Introduction to Fiction

General Class Format

As we move through the term, we’ll have a chapter reading about an element of fiction, and
then we’ll read short stories to “flesh out” the concept.  You’ll find that we’ll go back and forth
among the stories to highlight elements.  When readings are due, come prepared with notes
from the chapter or story.  We will use a modified “Cornell” style of note-taking for this part of
the preparation.  Divide a sheet of paper so that there are three basic sections:  

Generally, you’ll be
expected to have one
sheet of paper per
story.  Since you will
come prepared, you’ll
be ready to participate
in the student-lead
discussions.

Harvard Discussion
groups:

Based on a model
forum used at Harvard
University, the
discussion group
generally works like
this: students in each
group select a
facilitator; all group
members will be
discussion
participants.  The
facilitator’s job is to
see that all members
have opportunity to participate and to keep the discussion moving.  Each participant may add to
his or her notes as the discussion progresses.

Groups will be assigned with three or four students in each group.  You may begin the
discussions with questions about the work, including any possible explanations.  Let the
discussion develop from that point.  I will assist by offering question prompts on the board. 
Notes will be submitted at the end of the class period and will be worth a maximum or 10 points
each.

Key words

or 

phrases 

Notes from the chapter or story...or

whatever has been assigned ...

See

http://www.timeatlas.com/5_minute_tips

/general/word_templates_and_cornell_n

ote_taking    OR

Google : Cornell Notes Template....

several models exist

Summary of the story or short answer to a specific question.

Students who have not completed the assigned readings will have opportunity 

to read and take notes during class time.  

Notes will be submitted at the end of the hour, 

but will not receive full credit.}



Proposed Readings Schedule: subject to change.  Specific weekly assignments will

be available each week in class. 

Week 1 Introduction to class and course.  Read Chapter 1, “Reading the Story;”
“The Most Dangerous Game;” and “Hunters in the Snow.”

Week 2 MLK Birthday Holiday Monday, no class
Plot and Structure: Read Chapter 2, “Plot and Structure;” “The
Destructors;” “How I Met My Husband.”  Read Chapter 3, 
“Characterization” by Friday.

Week 3 MLK Birthday Holiday Monday, no class
“Everyday Use” and “Miss Brill.”  
Assign Characterization essay.

Week 4 Chapter 8, “Evaluating Fiction” p. 311 and pp. 42-44
Characterization essay due.  “Evaluation” exercise in class.

Week 5 Intro to Theme, Chapter 4.  “Talboys”..“Welding with Children;”  
Exam #1.

Week 6 Read“Misery;” “A Worn Path.”  
Chapter 5: “Point of View”  
“The Jilting of Granny Weatherall,” “Hills Like White Elephants.”

Week 7 Presidents’ Day Holiday, Monday, no class.
Poe, Vonnegut, and O. Henry... stories TBA
What devices are used....

Week 8 Symbol, Allegory, and Fantasy, Chapter 6. 
“The Lottery,” “Young Goodman Brown.”
Essay #2 assigned.

Week 9  Readings TBA 

Week 10 Review elements of fiction and stories.  Readings TBA. 

Final exam Take-home final exam due at the regularly scheduled final exam time.


