
WR 121 – Winter 2017 (Rust) – See the course schedule for due dates 

 

For Essay 1 you will compose a “They Say / I Say” style essay in which you summarize the viewpoints of two 

authors, analyze their arguments, and then respond to those viewpoints by providing your own perspective on 

the topic. This essay cycle will consist of a) a 3-4 page (double-spaced) first version and b) a 3-4-page (double-

spaced) final version.  

 

In preparation for this essay cycle, you will complete readings and assignments from the textbook They Say / I 

Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing.  As you will see, the authors of this textbook believe in 

demystifying the rigorous world of academic discourse by providing you with templates – sentence and 

paragraph structures – that you can use to clarify your ideas and organize your paper concisely.   You will be 

required to use the templates for assignments, however, it is up to you to decide how useful the templates are to 

your writing and how (or if) you wish to apply them in the formal essay. 

 

In order to make the most use of the textbook, the two authors you choose to respond to for the paper should 

come from the “Readings” section of the They Say textbook. There are a wide variety of social issues and topics 

to choose from.  If you absolutely cannot stand the topics included in the textbook readings, you may use the 

They Say / I Say blog to find additional articles. If you wish, you may substitute one of the readings with an 

article of your own choice from outside the textbook, but only if you have that approved by me. 

 

Your Rough Draft must follow this outline below and then we will discuss as a class how to reorganize your 

final draft into a structure that emphasizes your arguments and blends summary and analysis of the articles into 

a coherent final draft: 

 

Paragraph 1: Intro and Thesis 

 

Paragraph 2: Summary of Article 1 

 

Paragraph 3: Summary of Article 2 

 

Paragraph 4: Analysis and Comparison of one or two key arguments made by the authors 

 

Paragraph 5: Your Response to the Authors’ arguments 

 

Paragraph 6: A Counter-argument (also known as naysayer)  

 

Paragraph 7: Conclusion 

 

The paper must feature an original and engaging thesis, smooth transitions, varied sentence structure, fresh 

diction, strong voice, appropriate tone, and something memorable. The essay should evidence depth of 

reasoning and textured writing that thoughtfully integrates pertinent summary, paraphrase, and direct quotations 

from the source material. A minimum of two direct quotes from each of your source texts are required. Include 

a works cited list.  Format all citations in MLA (in-text) or Chicago (footnote) format and include a works 

cited list at the end of the essay. At the top of the paper (single-spaced) include your name, course and 

instructor’s name, date, and the heading followed by the word count. Then center your title. The rest of the 

paper should be double-spaced. Page numbers should be formatted at the top right-hand corner of each page.  

Please consider using double-sided printing and recycled paper. 

 



A.R.E.A. Outline Format 

 

I. Introduction 

a. Lure 

b. Context 

c. Thesis (Enthymeme) 

 

 

II. Body 

A. Paragraph 1 – Either an important lead-in argument or your most important argument 

1. Argument #1: This should be in the form of a topic sentence - an assertion 

2. Reasoning: Two or three sentences explaining the logic/value of argument 1 

3. Evidence: Provide specific evidence from a source or experience. (Make sure  

                     you contextualize this evidence if needed) 

4. Analysis: Analyze the evidence with attention to how it proves your assertion 

 

**Transition** 

 

B. Paragraph 2 – Either an important  argument or your most important argument 

1. Argument #2: This should be in the form of a assertion 

2. Reasoning: Two or three sentences explaining the logic/value of argument 2 

3. Evidence: Provide specific evidence from a source or experience. (Make sure  

                     you contextualize this evidence if needed) 

4. Analysis: Analyze the evidence with attention to how it proves your assertion 

 

**Transition** 

 

C. Paragraph 3 – Counter-argument (the one you most fear) 

 1. Argument/Counter-argument: Summarize the opposing argument, 

 2. Evaluate the Evidence of the opposition 

 3. Reasoning here will help you explain the flaws in the counter-argument 

 4. Evidence of your own that is better will help you counter your opponent 

 5. Analysis of this evidence will help you drive your point home 

 

**Transition** 

 

D. Complete additional body paragraphs in above formats as needed. 

 

**Transition** 

 

III. Conclusion 

Defend the organization of your essay and how you proved your thesis, discuss 

the broader implications of your findings, and circle back to your lure 

 

  

 


