
Writing Exercise #1 – Introductory Paragraphs 
 
Please consider this first writing assignment as a simple introduction. Pick an object in your life that 

holds a special significance and represents some aspect of your identity. The object may be 

something from your childhood, a family heirloom, or even a tool related to one of your hobbies. 

Please attach a photo of this object to the final draft of this assignment. 

 

You may find it helpful to consider some fictional characters and what they might pick for their 

significant object. Luke Skywalker might use his lightsaber to represent his continued growth and 

hard work to become a Jedi Knight. Harry Potter might pick his broomstick to represent his freedom 

from the muggle world and his connections to the wizarding community. Walter White from 

Breaking Bad might use his RV to symbolize his extraordinarily illegal activities that should not be 

written about (seriously though, please don't write about anything that's incriminating). The idea 

here is to pick an object that will help you describe yourself. 
 
Write a paragraph that describes the object. Have some fun with this paragraph. Take the liberty 

as the “author” of being playful, comic, serious, or even satiric. Consider explaining the history of the 

object, how it came into your possession, and even what role it currently plays in your life. Do your 

best to keep this first paragraph focused on the object itself. 

 

Write a paragraph that explores how the object represents you. Use the previous paragraph as a 

springboard. Heirlooms often have a connection to how people view their role within a family. Items 

related to hobbies are closely related to self-expression. Sentimental items from your childhood help 

show what you've come from and may point to what you eventually hope to accomplish. Do your 

best to keep this paragraph focused on you and how you connect to the object. 
 

Composition Considerations 
 
• Remember the qualities of an effective paragraph: Focus, Unity; Evidence, and 

Coherence. 

• Include a Topic Sentence that identifies the main idea of each paragraph. 

• Make sure each paragraph is about 8 sentences in length. 
 

Writing Process:  Because this writing should be thoughtful and well composed, please follow the 

writing process that works best for you. I suggest that you spend some time 
 

1. Developing your ideas (prewriting) 

2. Organizing your ideas 

3. Drafting your paragraphs 

4. Editing and revising your work 

5. Proofreading before you turn in your writing 
 
Peer Review 

You will have the opportunity to have your work peer reviewed. Though peer review will be graded for 
the major essays, this will simply be an opportunity to give and receive feedback on your first 
assignment. Think of this as a practice run. 
 
 
 
See the following page for formatting considerations. 



Format 

Include a header in the top left that includes the following four pieces of information: 

 

Your Name 

Your Instructor's Name 

The course 

The date 

 

• Write two well-developed paragraphs (about 8 sentences each) 

• Word-process (type) the document and use double spacing. 

• Use Times New Roman font, 12pt size 

• Turn the final draft in on time 

• Don't forget to include a picture of the object! 

 

Rough Draft for Peer Review Due: 9/27/17 

Final Draft DUE: 9/29/17 


