
(Address) 

(City, State zip code) 

 

February 12, 2016 

 

Alice Sprague 

Director, Human Resources/ Affirmative Action/EEOC Officer 

Chemeketa Community College 

PO Box 14007, Salem, OR 97309-7070 

 

Dear Alice Sprague: 

 

I recently had a dance class at one of the Chemeketa centers in the Salem area and was very 

disappointed with the way my dance partner and I were treated. We both felt we were singled 

out and discriminated against based on our sexual orientations and my gender identity. Now, 

while I realize this topic can be controversial and that everyone is entitled to their own opinions, 

I believe this is an important issue that the school should address. 

 

I am a transgender student that, due to forces beyond my control, looks female and is 

addressed as such at the college (and I have no problem with this). When my dance partner 

(who is female) and I arrived at our first dance lesson, the class was immediately divided by 

gender, boys and girls. After a few awkward glances, we both went to the girls group so as to 

avoid confusing the teacher and disrupting the class. However, after rejoining in pairs and 

discovering our mistake (that one of us had learned the wrong steps) we approached the 

teacher and explained the situation. At this point, the teacher separated us and firmly expressed 

that we needed to practice on our own. Then, after I tried to explain again that we were partners 



and that we wanted to learn how to dance together, the teacher turned to the rest of the class 

and very adamantly communicated that girls were not allowed to practice with other girls. 

Confused and embarrassed, my partner and I made our way to the back of the classroom and 

tried to figure out the steps ourselves. After the second class break we spoke with the assistant 

teacher and she told us that it was very common that they had same sex couples in these types 

of classes and helped us with some of the dance steps we didn't understand well. However, 

throughout the rest of the class the teacher would routinely come by to split us apart and tell us 

to practice by ourselves. Against both of our better judgement we attended several more 

classes before we realized that the instructor had no intention of letting us practice together or 

letting either of us learn to lead. It got to the point that my partner couldn’t bear to go to class 

anymore because she genuinely felt fear in attending and I found her crying in the hallway after 

our last class. 

 

Neither my partner nor I wish to pursue this incident beyond this letter. However, seeing as this 

is a service that we payed for and that we both felt disrespected and uneasy to the point that we 

decided to drop the class, I believe it is something the school should invest time in. Perhaps a 

seminar or a meeting on issues like this could help dance instructors, or teachers in general, 

better understand how to handle this type of situation in the future so more students can feel 

safe at the community centers Chemeketa provides. 

 

Sincerely, 

Studan Studentik 


