
ADVICE TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN SPN 101 FROM PREVIOUS STUDENTS 

 

1. Make flash cards 3 days before a new chapter is started(the Friday before a 

new chapter) and go through them even if you still need help with 

pronunciations to link English words to Spanish words. 

 

2. Try to work through the Monday and Tuesday homework's over the weekend so 

you can spend time early in the week to master vocabulary. 

 

3. If you are doing well on your flashcards but still struggling try writing 

the vocabulary words 10 times each on as many words as you can. This helped me 

greatly learn the spelling of words that I could easily identify if they are 

given. This also greatly helped me remember all the furniture vocabulary when 

I was making slow progress with flashcards on this topic. 

 
4. On week 1 find someone to practice with and develop conversations weekly 

that incorporate new vocabulary and grammar rules. 
 

I would tell them that the most important thing is to have patience with yourself. Also, lots 

of study time is key! I found the most helpful thing was to text people in Spanish. Or to do 

daily things in Spanish instead of English. Just speaking out loud when you are home 

alone. I spoke to my cats a lot in Spanish. I know half the time I wasn't saying something 

properly but it still helped to just say the words out loud. 

 

First of all, read the vocabulary list before going into class. I always found myself 

walking into class and then remembering that I should have read the vocab. Also, 

speak them wherever you are (even if it’s just a small, well known phrase such as, 

‘no es bueno’). This will make the language seem a bit easier to speak. Lastly, give 

yourself plenty of time to finish the homework. It may seem easy, but they can be 

time consuming.  

 

#1. Practice. Make sure to make time each day to practice speaking in Spanish. Do it even if you 

are talking to yourself. 

#2. Find someone who is fluent in the language. It makes having a conversation easier, and they 

can help you study. 

#3. Go to class. When you miss class, you really miss vital information that helps everything 

come together.  



I would recommend [to be] one or two days ahead of schedule so you can learn 

easier in class. I would say study, study, study! Very important in this card. Flashcards 

are also very helpful! 

 

1) Get a study group 

2) Use the study guides! 

3) Label your house with (the Spanish words for) everyday 

house stuff. 

 

 

1. I would recommend that they use conversational Spanish from what they learned 

that day at class, with someone. It really does help a lot when you can hear 

yourself ask a question, and hear the answer. Studying speaking in Spanish is 

incredibly beneficial to you for in class and outside of class, especially when the 

class is over with for the term. 

2. I would also recommend that they practice studying their vocabulary, going over 

and over it, speaking it out loud, writing it down, and then reading it again and 

using them in sentences from English to Spanish. 
3. Lastly, I would recommend that they study their conjugation for each verb. 

Conjugation gives a specific ownership for each vocab word. If it does not fit with 

the word, it does not make sense. It can be very tricky at times, especially when 

there are so many vocabulary words to be conjugated. 

 

 
I would recommend that when they are studying for tests and using flashcards to 

write sentences using the vocab as they go through their flashcards, that was a 

very useful tip you gave us that helped me a lot. Something I wish I had was 

someone outside of class to speak Spanish with, I think that making appointments 

with the tutors just to talk in Spanish would have helped me be more comfortable 

in the conversation. I tried studying all term so that when it came time for the final 

I didn't have a ton of things I didn't know or understand. 

 



I would tell them to keep up with the vocabulary, by making flashcards or whatever method is 

useful for them to memorize it, because once you have that then you don't have to think so 

much when learning the grammar rules. If you know the vocabulary to use then you can focus 

on learning the rule and not all the pieces at once.  

I would also recommend studying it many times a day, just whenever you have a moment, 

because it will build up. Even if it's just 10 minutes of flash cards in between classes and then 

10 while you are eating lunch and then 10 while you wait for the bus and then 10 before you 

go to bed, you're chipping away at it, and keeping it fresh in your memory at the same time.  

I would also say to never miss class, because it is much harder to learn something from the 

book than it is from you. I'm very good at teaching myself a lot of things, but Spanish is really 

hard to teach myself. So many people dropped out of our class, and I bet it was mostly because 

they got too far behind and felt really overwhelmed. Stay on top of it. 

 


