
Touring Children’s Theater 
Tinamarie Ivey 

Performing Arts Department 
 

 
 

Class Location: SSH-213     Class Time: TTR 8:30-11:20 

Voice Mail: 541-917-4566    Office Location: T-239 

E-mail   iveyt@linnbenton.edu     Office Hrs: call for appointment 
 

  

 

 

“The thing about performance, even if it's only an illusion, is that it is a celebration of the fact that we do 

contain within ourselves infinite possibilities.”                                                                  - Daniel Day-Lewis 

                                                                                                                      

Course Description 

This course is designed for students who wish to learn the art of puppetry and storytelling.  In this course students 

build shadow puppets, rehearse a story and travel to one school per class period.  Students will be introduced to 

the basics of voice/acting, puppet construction and manipulation and how to load and unload a traveling show. 

All of which, will support the skills needed to produce, perform and travel a children’s show. Students will gain 

basic skills in acting, analyzing, improvisation, visualization, breathing, and relaxation as well as a working 

vocabulary of theatre terms.  For the non-theatre major he/she will recognize that the dynamic field of theatre is 

a useful tool for communicating in any arena. 

 

Course Objectives 

Students will be able to: 

1. Develop observation and listening skills; artistic sensibility and the ability of becoming a more 

informed audience member. 

2. Analyze the physical, emotional, and social dimensions of characters found in dramatic literature. 

3. Develop imaginative and vocal skills necessary for storytelling with puppets. 

4. Build confidence in storytelling and know how to produce a traveling show. 

 

Students are expected to be on time and ready to work in comfortable clothes that allow for movement.  I view 

my classroom as a “sanctuary” where students feel free to learn, explore and experience without fear of 

judgment.   All members of the class will work towards creating an environment that is celebratory of each 

other’s work. 

 

Grading Assessment: 

 

1. Construction of Puppets  20% 

Tracing, cutting, and assembling 

 

2. Rehearse  20% 

Prepared and on time to rehearse shadow puppet play 

 

3. Performance  30% 

Attend every performance as a puppeteer, musician, etc.  Every performance requires load and 

unloading of equipment therefore all students must be on time and ready to travel to each school. 

 

4. Participation   30% 

Students must be engaged in the development and execution of the play. 
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Rehearsal time will be given during class. Students are however, encouraged to schedule additional rehearsal 

time outside of class. 

 

Materials Needed:  

All materials are provided but students must attend with a good attitude and work ethic. 
 

 

Course Requirements  

  
I. Participation:  You will be asked to participate in weekly activities to practice concepts you will be 

learning.  Participation grades also reflect your respect of the theatre process as we discuss the material 

and questions that arise in class, the respect you show for others in the group- including the teacher- and 

your active presence in class.    

II. Attendance: It is essential that you be present and prompt for ensured success in this class.  Students are 

given 2 excused absences and tardies; but cannot miss any performances or it will result in a failing 

grade.  For each unexcused absence (1 block) you will lose 10% of your grade. Tardies will add to this 

total at the rate of 1 unexcused (split block) for each 3 tardies.  Keep in mind that when you’re not here 

your fellow students are put at a disadvantage should a scene or ensemble work need to be 

accomplished.  We want you here because you’re important to the process. 

III. Performance:  The course will culminate into the performance of multiple performances at a rate of one 

per class beginning four weeks after the quarter begins. 

 

 

Participation & Work Ethic  

Participation and work ethic points are earned by being an active contributor and an active listener. I will assess 

your participation and understanding in part by observing you individually and in groups.  

 

  

Students who have emergency medical information the instructor should know of, or who might 

need special arrangements in the event of an evacuation, or students with documented disabilities 

who have special needs, should make an appointment with the instructor no later than the first 

week of the term.  If additional assistance is required, contact LBCC’s Office of Disability 

Services at 917-4789. 

 

 

LBCC Comprehensive Statement of Nondiscrimination 

LBCC prohibits unlawful discrimination based on race, color, religion, ethnicity, use of native language, 

national origin, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, veteran status, age, or any other status 

protected under applicable federal, state, or local laws.  (For further information 

http://po.linnbenton.edu/BPsandARs/ ) 

 

Student Decorum Statement:  Because college coursework and professional correspondence require focused 

study and open exchange of ideas, the Department expects the classroom to be a place of courteous interaction, 

a forum for demonstrating mutual respect between teachers and students.  Professional communication requires 

all of us to listen carefully to each other (whether we agree or not) and to state our positions with clarity and our 

disagreements with tact. Standards for academic courtesy apply to group work, on-line interaction, and student-

teacher conferences as well.    

 

http://po.linnbenton.edu/BPsandARs/


Course Policies: 

 Email:  I am available to you via email and during office hours.  Send all correspondence to iveyt@ 

linnbenton.edu.  Please do not submit assignments within Moodle.  When you email, it is very important 

that you include your name, Touring and the assignment name or topic of the message in the subject line.  

If you leave the subject line blank, your message may be recognized as spam and deleted!  This 

information will also help me identify the nature of your request and reply more quickly.  I will work to 

respond to emails within one to two BUSINESS days (business days excludes the weekends), so plan 

accordingly.    

 Attendance: Please attend regularly to receive full participation credit. If you are absent due to illness or a 

verifiable emergency, you must contact me within 24 hours to make further arrangements.   Those who miss 

more than four class periods in a twice a week class risk failing the course or miss any of the scheduled 

performances. 
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