
International Relations and Global Politics 

   Glossary 

 

Global Politics: the politics of global social relations in which the pursuit 
of power, interests, order, and justice transcends regions and 
continents. 

 

International Relations: the study of the interactions of states 
(countries) and other actors in the international system. 

 

Nongovernmental organization (NGO): an organization, usually a 
grassroots one, with policy goals but not governmental in makeup.  An 
NGO is any group of people relating to each other regularly in some 
formal manner and engaging in collective action, provided the activities 
are noncommercial and nonviolent and are not on behalf of 
government. 

 

Transnational actor: any nongovernmental actor, such as a 
multinational corporation or a global religious humanitarian 
organization, that has dealings with any actor from another country or 
with an international organization. 

 

Government: the people and agencies that have the power and 
legitimate authority to determine who gets what, when, where, and 
how within a given territory. 

 

Nonstate Actor: any participant in global politics that is neither acting 
in the name of government nor created and served by government.  



Nongovernmental organizations: terrorist networks, global crime 
syndicates, and multinational corporations are examples. 

 

Multinational corporation or enterprise (MNC/MNE): a business or 
firm with administration, production, distribution, and marketing 
located in countries around the world.  Such a business moves money, 
goods, services, and technology around the world depending on where 
the firm can make the most profit. 

 

Nation: a community of people who share a common sense of identity, 
which may be derived from language, culture, or ethnicity, this 
community may be a minority within a single country or live in more 
than one country. 

 

State: a legal territorial entity composed of a stable population and a 
government.  It possess a monopoly over the legitimate use of force; 
its sovereignty is recognized by other states in the international system. 

 

Nation-State: a political community in which the state claims legitimacy 
on the grounds that it represents all citizens, including those who may 
identify as a separate community or nation. 

 

Sovereignty: the condition of a state having control and authority over 
its own territory and being free from any higher legal authority.  It is 
related to, but distinct from, the condition of a government being free 
from any external political constraints. 

 



Tradition: in international relations, a way of thinking that describes 
the nature of international politics.  Such traditions include 
Machiavellian, Grotian, and Kantian. 

 

Thomas Theorem: ‘if men define situations as real, they are real in their 
consequences.’ 

 

Machiavellian Tradition: a tradition in international relations theory 
name for Niccolo Machiavelli that characterizes the international 
system as anarchic; states are constantly in conflict and pursue their 
own interests as they see fit. 

 

Grotian Tradition: a liberal tradition in international relations theory 
name for Hugo Grotius that emphasizes the rule of law and multilateral 
cooperation.  Grotians believe the international system is not anarchic, 
but interdependent; a society of states is created in part by 
international law, treaties, alliances, and diplomacy, which states are 
bound by and ought to uphold. 

 

Kantian Tradition: a revolutionary tradition in international relations 
theory name for Immanuel Kant that emphasizes human interests over 
state interests. 

 

Realism:  a theoretical approach that analyzes all international relations 
as the relation of states engaged in the pursuit of power.  Realists see 
the international system as anarchic, or without a common power, and 
they believe conflict is endemic in the international system. 

 



Liberalism: a theoretical approach that argues human rights, 
parliamentary democracy, and free trade---while also maintaining that 
all such goals must begin within a state. 

 

Constructivism:  an approach to international politics that concerns 
itself with the centrality of ideas and human consciousness.  As 
constructivists have examined global politics, they have been broadly 
interested in how the structure constructs the actors’ identities and 
interests, how their interactions are organized and constrained by that 
structure, and how their very interaction serves to either reproduce or 
transform that structure.  

 

Paradigm: a model or example. In the case of international relations 
theory, the term is a rough synonym for ‘academic perspective.’  A 
paradigm provides the basis for a theory, describing what is real and 
significant in a given area so that we can select appropriate research 
questions. 

 

Interparadigm debate:  the debate between the main theoretical 
approaches in the field of global politics. 

 

 

 

 

 


