Nixon Doctrine
Let me briefly explain what has been described as the Nixon Doctrine -- a
policy which not only will help end the war in Vietnam, but which is an
essential element of our program to prevent future Vietnams.
We Americans are a do-it-yourself people. We are an impatient people.
Instead of teaching someone else to do a job, we like to do it ourselves. And
this trait has been carried over into our foreign policy.
In Korea and again in Vietnam, the United States furnished most of the
money, most of the arms, and most of the men to help the people of those
countries defend their freedom against Communist aggression.
Before any American troops were committed to Vietnam, a leader of another
Asian country expressed this opinion to me when I was traveling in Asia as a
private citizen. He said: "When you are trying to assist another nation defend
its freedom, U.S. policy should be to help them fight the war but not to fight
the war for them." In accordance with this wise counsel, I laid down in
Guam three principles as guidelines for future American policy toward Asia:
• First, the United States will keep all of its treaty commitments.
• Second, we shall provide a shield if a nuclear power threatens
the freedom of a nation allied with us or of a nation whose
survival we consider vital to our security.
• Third, in cases involving other types of aggression, we shall
furnish military and economic assistance when requested in
accordance with our treaty commitments. But we shall look to
the nation directly threatened to assume the primary
responsibility of providing the manpower for its defense.
The defense of freedom is everybody's business -- not just America's
business. And it is particularly the responsibility of the people whose
freedom is threatened. In the previous administration, we Americanized the
war in Vietnam. In this administration, we are Vietnamizing the search for
peace.
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