Syllabus 

CSS 200 – Principles of Crop Science- Fall 2007
Linn Benton Community College – Agricultural Sciences
Course Numbers 

CSS 200  CRN: 25150
Course Credits:

4 credits

Meeting Time & Room:
Lectures:  M  W
8:30-9:50     
ST-211





Lab:         W        
11:00-12:50     ST-211 or greenhouse

Instructor:


Dr. Stefan Seiter




Phone (voice mail): (541) 917-4765 
E-mail address: stefan.seiter@linnbenton.edu

Office Hours:
Monday 10:00 – 10:50; Wednesday 2:00-2:50; Thursday 10:00-10:50; also available by appointment.
Course Description
An introduction to the principles of crop science and production. Includes the developmental morphology of crop seeds, seedlings, and plants as well as crop community dynamics in relation to biotic and environmental interactions that influence productivity . Discussed are basic concepts of crop management such as seedbed preparation, planting, fertilizing, irrigation, harvesting, storage, processing and marketing of cultivated crops. 
Course Materials: 
Required Text: Introductory Crop Science 5th Ed. R.P.Waldren
Additional readings on-line, on reserve in the library, on Blackboard (http://blackboard.linnbenton.edu/), or from handouts will be announced in class. Keep a 3-ring binder to collect materials. Students have to be enrolled in blackboard

Course Outcomes 
The successful completion of this course will enable you to:

· Relate plant morphological features and physiological processes to crop production.   

· Understand crop community dynamics 

· Discuss cultural practices of major cultivated crops including seedbed preparation, planting, fertilizing, irrigation, harvesting, storage, and processing.

· Understand what role crop production plays in ecological and societal issues such as hunger, global warming, and environmental pollution. 

Wait List Policy
If the class is full, registered students not attending the first session without advance notice to the instructor will be dropped from the class and students from the wait list will take their spots. Waitlisted students must attend class and get instructor approval to become registered students. 
Course Evaluation
You will be evaluated through quizzes, exams and lab reports. You have to let the instructor know ahead of time (in person, phone, or email) if you are unable to meet the due dates of assignments or if you are unable to take exams or quizzes on the designated dates and times. Only students following this procedure will receive make-up exams or quizzes. Lab reports can not be made up. Keep track of your grades in exams, quizzes and assignments.

Grades:
The grading system for the course is “A-F”.  Final grades will be based on the percentage of total points earned.  A = 90% and above; B = 80 to 89%; C = 70 to 79%; D = 60 to 69%;    F = 59% and below 

Quizzes 


7.5 % each  >
15 %

Mid Term  


15 % 
        >
15 %




Final 



20 %
        >
20 %





Crop Experiment

15 %
        >  15 %

Lab reports


3.5 % each  >  35 %*
*Missing more than two labs results in 0% lab credit 

Incomplete Grade: An Incomplete will not be issued.  Notify the instructor if you are no longer able to attend class.
Y Grade: If you miss more than 6 class session (including labs) you will not receive credit for the class (“Y” grade).  

Audit Status: Students may request Audit status in place of a letter grade before the end of the second week.  
Student Integrity:
All students are expected to take exams with integrity, jeopardizing neither their own honesty nor that of other students.  Plagiarism will result in 0 points for the assignment and may result in further disciplinary action. Plagiarism is a turning in some else’s work as your own or using sources without proper credit. Do not copy material from the internet or from any other source and present it as your own.  

Disabilities Services:


Students who may need accommodations due to documented disabilities, who have medical information which the instructor should know, or who need special arrangements in an emergency, should speak with the instructor during the first week of class.  If you have not accessed services and think you may need them, please contact Disability Services, 917-4789.

Classroom Guidelines

· This is your course. You will learn the most if you actively participate in classroom discussions and share your experience and questions. At the same time, respect other students’ desire to learn while listening attentively and appreciating other points of view. 

· This is your classroom. Take responsibility for it by straightening up tables and chairs when you leave. Clean up the lab and put away equipment at the end of class. Pick up litter. 

· Arrive promptly before class begins. If late, enter quietly.

· Turn off your cell phone. Let the instructor know if you need to leave the cell phone on for emergency reasons. If your cellular phone is heard by the class you are responsible for completing one of two options: 1. Before the end of the class period you will sing a verse and chorus of any song of your choice or, 2. You will lead the next class period through a 10-minute discussion on a topic to be determined by the end of the class. (To the extent that there are multiple individuals in violation, duets will be accepted).

· Use electronic devices only as directed. Anyone who engages in rude, thoughtless, selfish behavior such as use of a cell phone or laptop for instant messages, games, email, web surfing etc., will be excused from the class. The student can return to the next class session only if he or she submits a report reflecting on his or her behavior and apologizes to the class.
· No food or drink is allowed in the classroom during class time. No tobacco products may be used in the classroom at any time. 

· Please remove hats in the class room. Head coverings worn for religious or medical reasons are acceptable.

· Know basic safety rules. Report any accidents, injuries, or problems immediately. 

· Do not come to class when you are ill and are likely to infect others. Academic work can be made up when you return. 

· Minor children will not be allowed in the classroom or lab areas for safety reasons. Check with the LBCC family resource center for child care options during in-service school days. 
· Security is a primary concern on campus. Be responsible for your things and considerate of other students’ belongings. 

· Let faculty or staff know if you are experiencing academic difficulties. Assistance is available.  The LBCC Leaning Center provides students with academic support and a comfortable place to study. For available services go to  http://www.linnbenton.edu/go/learning-center
· Be aware of Student Rights and Responsibilities. For more information go to     http://www.linnbenton.edu/go/student-rights

 Tentative Course Schedule
	
	Monday Lecture
	Wednesday Lecture
	Wednesday 

Lab
	Reading Assignment

	1

9/24

	Course Intro

Historical Perspectives
	Crops Terminology
	Crop Experiment Set-up
	Textbook 
Chapters 1, 2

	2

10/01

	Cropping   Systems I

	Agroecology I
	Field Trip: Stahlbush Island Farms
	Textbook 
Chapters 3,4

	3

10/08

	Quiz 1

Cropping   Systems II
	Seed Anatomy and Germination 
	Seed and Seedling ID


	Textbook 
Chapter 6,7

	4

10/15

	Crop Growth and Development 
	Plant Anatomy 
	Vegetative Anatomy of Crops


	Textbook 
Chapters 8,9

	5

10/22

	Flowering and Reproduction 


	Quiz 2

Crop Yield Components 
	Reproductive Structures of Crops; Flower ID 
	Textbook 
Chapters 10

	6

10/29
	Developmental Crop Morphology 
	Environment and Crop Plants 
	Crop Identification 
Growth Stages
	.Textbook Chapter12 Handouts

	7

11/05

	Exam
	Self Study

Environment and Crops
	Self Study 

Environmental Effects on Crops
	Textbook Chapter 12
Handouts

	8

11/12

	No Class 


	Regulation of Crop Population
	Crop Experiment Analysis 
	Handouts

	9

11/19

	Breeding - Crop Improvement 
	Stability and Diversity
	Genetic Engineering 
	Textbook 
Chapter 11

	10

11/26

	Biofuel Crops
	Oregon Cropping systems
	Review
	Handouts

	11

	Final Exam              Wednesday Dec 5          8:00 – 9:00
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