Landscape Plant Materials – Spring 2005
Syllabus 
Linn Benton Community College – Agricultural Sciences Department 

Course Numbers 

HORT 228

CRN:  42033
Course Credits:

3 credits

Meeting Time & Room:
Lectures:  M & W    
1:00-1:50  
ST-211





Lab:         W       
2:00-3:50
Greenhouse  
Instructor:


Dr. Stefan Seiter




Phone (voice mail): (541) 917-4765 
E-mail address: stefan.seiter@linnbenton.edu

Office Hours:
ST-205: Monday: 11:00-noon Wednesday 8:00-9:00; Friday 2:00-3:00; also available by appointment.
Course Description:
This course is an introduction to trees, shrubs, and vines used for landscaping purposes.  We will study the form, habit, soil requirements, and horticultural usefulness of approximately 125 plants. Most labs are outdoor field trip during which we will locate and identify representative specimens of the plants discussed. As each plant is visited, you will have the chance to make and record personal observations regarding the plant's attributes, use and design characteristics.  Sketching as a means of recording observations is strongly recommended. Students are expected to provide their own transportation to off-campus field trip sites. 

Course Schedule: 
Monday: Presentation of 10-15 plants; Wednesday: Quiz on previous week’s plants and field trip.

Course Materials: 
Text: Landscape Plants, Their Identification, Culture, and Use, Bridwell,  ISBN: 0-7668-3634-7; 
Online: http://oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants/  - OSU landscape plants website; http://blackboard.linnbenton.edu - LBCC Blackboard course website 
Clothing: Wear comfortable walking shoes and bring rain gear to the lab sessions.

Course Outcomes 
The successful completion of this course will enable you to:

· Recognize each of the plants by its seasonal characteristics: leaves, fruits, flowers, and stems.  
· Specify the scientific and common names of these commonly used landscape plants.  
Course Outcomes cont.’
· Demonstrate knowledge of the ecology and horticultural usefulness of each plant studied in this course.  

Wait List Policy
If the class is full, registered students not attending the first session without advance notice to the instructor will be dropped from the class and students from the wait list will take their spots. Waitlisted students must attend class and get instructor approval to become registered students. 
Course Evaluation
Student performance will be evaluated through quizzes, one project assignment, completion of forty “plant profile” data sheet and a final exam. There will be weekly quizzes on names, characteristics, requirements and horticultural uses of the plants introduced in the previous week. Quizzes will be held in class or in the field. The final exam will consist of a field and a written test. 

A plant profile data notebook is required. A notebook consists of   50 plant profile data forms, worth 0.5 point each. Select plants from the current week’s list, to be turned in at a minimum of 5 per week. Points are earned weekly, and no credit will be given retroactively. 
Grades:
The grading system for the course is “A-F”.  Final grades will be based on the percentage of total points earned.  
A = 90% and above; B = 80 to 89%; C = 70 to 79%;
D = 60 to 69%; F = 59% and below 

Quizzes


>
40 %

Final Exam


>
15 %





Plant Profiles
 

>
25 %





Project



>
20 %

Incomplete Grade: An Incomplete will not be issued.  Notify the instructor if you are no longer able to attend class.
Y Grade: If you miss more than six class session (including labs) you will not receive credit for the class (“Y” grade).  

Audit Status: Students may request Audit status in place of a letter grade before the end of the second week.  
Student Integrity:
All students are expected to take tests, write papers and conduct projects with integrity, jeopardizing neither their own honesty nor that of other students. 
Project (100 points, 20% of the final grade)
Plant descriptions and developmental changes
Although it may be easy to identify a given plant selection when it is exceptionally showy in spring, it is often difficult to recognize the same plant at other times in the year.  This exercise is intended to encourage the examination of plants during and after their peak performance (e.g., flowering) period in spring in order to appreciate changes that occur in their appearance with further development.  Hopefully, this exercise will help you identify plants subsequent to their "showy period".

1. Select two plants (from two different genera) which we visit in the class during the first few weeks and follow their development over the next 5 weeks.    Each plant is to be observed each week for a total of 6 observation times, the initial and 5 subsequent times.  You may also select a few (no more than two) "unknown" ornamental plants that have caught your attention even though we may not cover these plants in class.  

2. Record the name and precise location of each of plant (e.g., 3 ft west of the north entrance to Reed Lodge) on some data entry sheet that you design.

3. Visit each plant once each week and record sufficient information on your data sheets to allow you to write a paragraph(s) describing the plant in detail (see below).  You should record information on, but not limited to, the following items:

· plant habit, size, form, texture, bark, etc.

· flower and flower cluster size, shape, color, position

· leaf size, shape, color, margins, surface characteristics

· other aspects, such as fruit, bark, branch form, as is appropriate to a given plant.

Record dimensions to allow you to learn something about the rate of growth of each plant and/or plant parts. Make drawings of what you see.

4. After the 2nd week of observations, hand in a copy of the data sheets and the drawings for each plant, covering the initial and second observations.  Hand in on or before Wednesday , April 27.
5. Write in paragraph form, not as an outline, a summary of your initial observations and measurements of each plant. Do not copy the descriptions from texts and other sources. You are encouraged to provide your personal observations and opinions.

6. At the conclusion of the observation period (5 weeks after the start of observations), write a separate descriptive summary, again in paragraph form, of the changes you observed in each plant.  (Give dimensions, e.g., "Leaves increased in length over the first 3 weeks, then ceased elongating.  Initially they were only about 1/2 inch long, but attained an average final length of 3 inches"). 

(over)

7. In your paragraphs, identify and emphasize those characteristics that are you feel are especially helpful in the identification of the plants (e.g., “the leaf margin is almost always turned under”) and/or in distinguishing a given plant from a similar appearing plants.  You may use drawings, photocopies, or pictures to emphasize major points.

8. On or before the beginning of class on Wednesday, June 1 submit for each plant the,

· initial paragraph(s) (typed), initial descriptions

· summary paragraph(s) (typed), the summary of changes and the drawing for at least one of your plants (see item # 3 ) and 

· all the original data sheets. 

Examples:

Plant 1
Forsythia ( intermedia

· initial paragraphs

· summary paragraphs (and drawings of at least one of your plants)

· data sheets

· drawings

Plant 2
Prunus subhirtella ‘Pendula’

· initial paragraphs

· summary paragraphs (and drawings of at least one of your plants)

· data sheets

· drawings

The project will be graded on the following items for each plant: 

· 50%  - descriptive detail in the written material, original data sheets and drawings 

· 25 %  - personal observations 

· 25%  - care and clearness in writing and drawing
NOTE: 

· Wednesday, April 27: hand in initial paragraphs.

· Wednesday, June 1: submit initial paragraphs, summary paragraphs, original data sheets and drawings. 

· This is an individual, not a group, project.

· This project accounts for 20% of the final grade.

Tentative Course Schedule

	Week/Date
	Mon/Wed Lecture
	Field Trip Location 
	Exams  & Assignments 

	1

03/28
	Introduction - Plant Names   Plant List 1
	Corvallis – Central Park
	

	2

04/04
	Leaf Characteristics 
Plant List 2 
	Albany  - LBCC Campus
	Quiz 1
Data sheets 1-5

	3

04/11

	Flower Characteristics Plant List 3 
	Corvallis  - OSU Campus
	Quiz 2
Data Sheets 5-10

	4

04/18
	Plant habit, form, texture 

Plant List 4
	Albany - 12th and Calapooia
	Quiz 3
Data Sheets 11-15

	5

04/25
	Plant List 5
	Corvallis - 12th and Buchanan
	Quiz 4; Initial Plant Descriptions; Data Sheets 16-20

	6

05/02
	Plant List 6
	Corvallis – Garland Nursery
	Quiz 5
Data Sheets 21-25

	7

05/09
	Plant List 7
	Albany  - LBCC and nearby neighborhoods
	Quiz 6
Data Sheets 26-30

	8

05/16
	Plant List 8
	Corvallis - OSU  Campus


	Quiz 7
Data Sheets 31-35

	9

05/23
	Plant List 9
	Albany  - LBCC Campus
	Quiz 8
Data Sheets 36-40

	10

05/30
	Plant Review

Final Written Exam (Wed)
	OSU  Campus

Final Field Exam
	Final Exam; 

Final Plant Descriptions 


Note: Dates may change depending on the progress toward learning outcomes and needs of students and the instructor.
Classroom Guidelines

· This is your course. You will learn the most if you actively participate in classroom discussions and share your experience and questions. At the same time, respect other students’ desire to learn while listening attentively and appreciating other points of view. 

· Learn the names of your classmates. Help one another (not during tests).

· This is your classroom. Take responsibility for it by straightening up tables and chairs when you leave. Clean up the lab and put away equipment at the end of class. Pick up and remove litter. 

· Arrive promptly before class begins. If late, enter quietly.

· Please remove hats in the class room. Head coverings worn for religious or medical reasons are acceptable.

· Turn off your cell phone. Let the instructor know if you need to leave the cell phone on for emergency reasons. 

· No food or drink is allowed in the classroom during class time. No smoking or any tobacco products may be used in the classroom at any time. 

· Know basic safety rules. Report any accidents, injuries, or problems immediately. 

· Do not come to class when you are ill and are likely to infect others. Academic work can be made up when you return. 

· Minor children will not be allowed in the classroom or lab areas for safety reasons. If you are responsible for children, please do not bring them to class when they are sick or have a non-school day. The LBCC family resource center now accepts a limited number of children who are not enrolled in their programs during in-service school days. For more information go to http://www.linnbenton.edu/familyresources/frc/

· Check your personal folder for returned papers and homework frequently. 

· Security is a primary concern on campus. Be responsible for your things and considerate of other students’ belongings. 

· Let faculty or staff know if you are experiencing academic difficulties. Assistance is available.  The LBCC Leaning Center provides students with academic support and a comfortable place to study. For available services go to  http://cf.linnbenton.edu/depts/lrc/
Be aware of Student Rights and Responsibilities. For more information go to  http://www.linnbenton.edu/studentrights/index.html
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