
Frequently Asked Questions! (Last Updated October 19, 2016) 

What is the China Experience about? 

The China Experience offers a very unusual experience in a Chinese university. 

Instead of being on an expensive tour for two weeks and seeing some sights, 

you will be living amongst tens of thousands of students your age for about 90 

days.  

You will be volunteering as a teaching assistant in an English language 

conversation course. You will be living close to other Chinese, perhaps sharing a 

dorm. You will be eating a wide variety of authentic Chinese food with thousands 

of others at the same time. You will have both an LBCC instructor and a Xijing 

University assistant to be there for you. 

Where other programs cost several thousand dollars, the LBCC Foundation and 

Xijing University pay for your airfare both directions and provide free housing. 

The China Experience is truly an opportunity you don’t want to miss. 

 

When?  

Spring Term 2017 (Mid-March to mid June). 

 We do not know the exact dates yet. You might miss the last two weeks of 

winter term (including finals) of your LBCC winter term classes.  If you are 

expecting to go to China then please make arrangements with your winter term 

instructors before you register for winter term courses.  

 

Will my time in China affect enrollment at LBCC?   

Enrollment status at LBCC will not change. Ideally, you will be registered for six 

distance education credits, enough for two courses or half-time enrollment status, 

and things will function as if you were still in the United States. Up to six credits 

will be tuition free. We urge you to take the internet course: Eastern Religions. 

Xijing University is in the heart of overlap of Eastern religions.  

 

How much does the program cost?  

There is no program fee. 

   

 



What about airfare going to China? 

The program will help organize air transportation. You will need enough money to 

pay for a one-way ticket. This cost will be partially offset by a grant from the 

LBCC foundation up to $500. You will be granted the funding if you actually use 

the ticket. This may take up to a month. So you will need enough money to tie 

you over until you receive your grant.  Note: In the fall of 2016 the grant was 

$400 and paid for the ticket.  

 

What about airfare back to the USA? 

If you complete your stay at Xijing University (one term) then Xijing will reimburse 

you. This process may take anywhere from 2 to 4 weeks. So you will need 

enough money to purchase your ticket and wait for reimbursement. 

 

 

What about the cost of a passports? 

You will need to purchase a passport (about $160) that will not expire while you 

are in China. If you are getting a new passport then ask for an extra two photos 

at the time.  

 

Do I need a visa in addition to my passport? 

Yes. We will help you apply for a visa. Cost: $300, approximately.  

 

What about vaccinations?  

You will need to talk with your personal doctor for advice. You can also check the 

Center For Disease Control in Atlanta. They are an excellent source. If you need 

vaccinations, then check around for the best price – prices vary a lot. Safeway 

Pharmacy on Circle in Corvallis is the best deal I have seen.  

 

Do I need health care insurance? 

Please check with your insurance provider to see if they will cover you while you 

are in China. Some companies say “No”, while others will reimburse upon your 

return. Xijing University also provides inexpensive outpatient care and medical 

insurance. To what extent their insurance will cover you is not known at this time. 



 

What if I have a minor illness? 

Recently Scott and I got sick – bad cold, sinus infection. We both were given 

prescription antibiotic, anti-viral, and cough medicine. Total cost was $4.50 

including doctor’s visit.  

 

What about the cost of housing?  

No charge. You might be staying in a dormitory or other building for foreigners. 

You will share your dorm room with other LBCC students only. Scott writes: 

“Your roommate(s) will be your fellow Linn-Benton Students of the same gender. 

Depending on the arrangements and comfort levels, mixed genders may stay in 

an apartment building with separate bedrooms. If you are staying in the 

university’s dormitories, no mixing of genders is allowed and you cannot enter 

the opposite gender’s dormitories for any reason. Showers in the dormitories are 

in a single room per floor, but private stalls with locks are provided.” 

 

I’m told that some internet functions are blocked in China. Is this 

true? 

Yes, it is true. You must (strong recommendation) sign up for something like 

ExpressVPN before leaving the US. This product makes your computer look like 

it is still in the USA while in fact you are in China. Very handy and it is not illegal. 

It will allow you to use familiar websites to communicate with family and friends.  

 

What about cost of food and personal items? 

Scott writes:  Food is cheap. You can get a full meal for as little as $0.80.” You 

can eat an exceptional meal that might cover several people for $4.  “American” 

food in China is significantly more expensive, up around $6 for a single 

hamburger from a Chinese fast food restaurant. 

“You will be provided a an easily refillable card that all students use to pay for 

food, toiletries, and anything else from several on-campus stores. Meals are 

served at a central location for all students. Your budget will vary depending on 

factors such as these.”  

“Food and personal items, cell service and gifts for loved ones back home 

probably comes out about $500. Try to come with more in order to make the 

most use of your visit to China.” 



What about transportation? 

Upon arrival at the airport a Xijing official will meet us and take us to the 

university at no cost. Soon after arrival you will purchase a bus pass for about $5.  

You will use this pass to ride buses and subways around the ancient city of Xi’an. 

The cost is about 16 cents for a bus and 50 cents for subway.  


