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LINN-BENTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE      SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

               Fall Term 2015 

GENERAL PHYSICS w/Algebra 

Tentative Syllabus 

 

COURSE NUMBER:  PH 201 (5 Credits)                          INSTRUCTOR:  Ahmad Rajabzadeh 

    CRN:  24250 

CLASS HOURS: M,Th  5:00 – 6:50PM              Classroom:  MH 106 

          T  5:00 – 7:50PM              MH – 114 

 

OFFICE HOURS: M,T 4:30 – 5:00 PM     OFFICE LOCATION:  MH – 106, 

   and by appointment                   Or  MH - 114  

         PHONE:  917- 4235       

         E-MAIL:  rajabza@linnbenton.edu 

_______________________________________________________________________________   
 

Welcome to PH 201 at Linn-Benton Community College. Physics 201 is the first term of algebra-based 

physics for students in pre-professional students and others desiring an in-depth overview who are 

planning to transfer credit to a four-year college or university.   

 Course Description 
The group of topics covered in PH 201 is called mechanics and includes measurement and analysis, 

motion in one and two dimensions, force and motion, circular motion, gravitation, work and energy, and 

linear momentum. These topics are covered in chapters 1 – 11 of textbook. This course stresses 

developing your observation skills, comprehension of physical theories, and reasoning ability, 

rather than memorizing facts.   

 Prerequisite 

Enrollment in PH201 requires completion of MTH111 (College Algebra) and MTH112 

(Trigonometry) with a grade of C or better.  A solid working knowledge of both algebra and 

trigonometry is essential for your success in this class.  If you have not met these prerequisites, 

please withdraw immediately and complete MTH112 prior to enrolling in PH 201.  Students who 

completed MTH112 somewhere other than LBCC must provide a transcript showing completion of 

MTH112 by the end of Week 1. 

 Supplies 

- Text:   College Physics, Third Edition; by Knight, Jones, and Field; Pearson Publishing 

- Online access to MasteringPhysics, to accompany the textbook 

- College Physics Student Workbook, which comes with your text 

- PH 201 Laboratory Manual 

- Laboratory notebook (Composition book) 

- Non-graphing calculator, highly recommended 
 

Resources 

If you need additional help with any of the material we are covering, you are welcome to ask me 

questions during my office hours.   We can also schedule another meeting time if needed.  The physics 

help desk in the atrium of Madrone Hall is open for several hours each week, where you can drop in for 

homework help.  Also, you can sign up for Math and Physics tutoring in the Learning Resource Center.    
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 Attendance 
Class attendance is most important in the learning process.  Students are expected to attend every class 

meeting for which they have registered. In case of absence, it is your responsibility to find out the extent 

of the materials you missed.  This is a lab-lecture course and there may be a lab or activity in each class 

session. In addition on most lecture days, there will be (a) short problem(s) selected from textbook or 

work book to solve in class and turn in for participation grade. This in-class activity is based on the 

development of the day lecture and will not be with prior notice.  There will be a reading or lecture quiz 

on most class days. 

 

It is expected that you will show up for class meetings on time.  Entering the classroom late is distracting 

for myself and the other students in the class.  If you show up for a lecture, plan to stay for the entire 

period.  It is just as distracting if you leave early as if you arrive late.  Please be respectful of your 

classmates. 

 

 Grading Policy 
It is the responsibility of the student to withdraw from the course if they do not wish to receive a letter 

grade.  The last day to withdraw is listed in the current schedule of classes.   

An incomplete ‘I’ grade will not be assigned unless a student has talked with me in advance and a signed 

agreement between the student and myself has been agreed upon.  I will consider giving an incomplete to 

a student only if the student has a good reason for making the request.  An incomplete will not be given 

just because a student is not satisfied with their performance in the class. 

 

Course grades will be based upon a 600 point scale. The point values for coursework are: MT1: 100, 

MT2: 100, Online Homework: 80, Quizzes: 40, Laboratory experiments and activities: 80, Final: 

200. Course grades will be assigned using the following point scale: A: 530-600, B: 475-529, C: 415-

474, D: 350-414, F: 0-349. I reserve the right to move the grade boundaries down, but I will not move 

them up. 

 

 Problem Sets 

The importance of working many problems cannot be overemphasized; there is no better way to gain 

an understanding of physics. The text contains an extensive set of questions and problems at the end 

of each chapter. Solve as many of these as you can. A list of suggested problems is available on the 

course schedule. In addition, you are required to submit weekly homework that will be part of your 

course grade. The homework problems are available at a remote web site that is accessible through 

the course site. To access the homework, you must first register with the homework server. The site 

www.masteringphysics.com will take you to the registration page. The course name is PH201 

LBCC Fall 2015 and course ID is: MPRAJABZADEH06370. More details for online homework 

will be provided for you in class on first week. However, once registered for the online homework, 

remember your LOGIN NAME and PERSONAL PASSWORD, since you will need these to access 

your homework. There will be approximately one homework set due each week during the term. 

You may download and print out the homework as soon as it is available and then work on it offline 

at your convenience. You then log back on to submit the answers. Each answer is submitted 

independently by pressing the OK button next to your answer.  

 Additional Problem:   

There may be one to three Problem(s) assigned approximately once a week to be turned in. 
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 Lab Experiments 
Each class period you will spend time in the class to do experiments that accompanies this course.  In 

order to get a grade in this course, you must be present for at least 90% of the labs and activities. In the 

lab, you will gain hands-on experience with the concepts from the course by performing laboratory 

experiments. Most of the time, you will completely finish an experiment in lab. There will be short 

activities during lecture hours as well.  For selected experiments, you will be asked to complete a formal 

report for part of your lab grade.  Your lab score counts 80 points toward your course grade.  

 

 Quizzes 
There may be online or in class quizzes regularly in every class period. Your best 15 quiz grades will be kept 

for course grade calculation. There will be absolutely no make up for quizzes. 

Each quiz is primarily over the materials covered during M – Th of each week. Some of quizzes will be prior 

to lecture (reading quiz), some will be after lecture (lecture quiz), and some will be from homework 

(homework quiz; exactly questions from suggested/assigned problems given on the course schedule matrix).   

 

 Tests 

There will be a two midterm (Thursday of 4th week, and Thursday of 8th week) and a final exam for this 

course. Be prepared to demonstrate your understanding and command of the course material listed in the 

syllabus for a test. Review the assigned sections of your textbook even though you have read them once, 

review your lecture notes, and review your solutions to the assigned problem sets.  Review your 

laboratory notebook for all labs up to and including the Friday prior to the test.  Additional study aids 

that may help you will be provided by instructor. 

 

Midterm tests may be given in the classroom as scheduled (as closely as possible) in the matrix of this 

syllabus. You have 50 minutes (or as specified on the test) to complete the midterm test and two hours 

for the final exam.  The final exam for PH 201 is comprehensive and will be 200 points.  Tests may be 

of varied format: essay, short-answer, multiple-choice, problem solving, etc.  You may be provided a 

formula sheet or may be allowed to bring a 3” x 5” note card with equations and other information you 

find useful on one side and your name on the other side for use on exams. Makeup tests will only be 

given on extenuating circumstances. 

 Participation 
As mentioned in the attendance section, there will be frequent group activity in some class session this 

term. Activities will include solving short problems from the book, workbook or homework set; this 

may be done in small groups. The grade on these problems and other in-class activities will make your 

participation grade. Your participation grade and lab points will count 80 points toward your total score.  

In order to accommodate your possible absence, one to two participation score (not labs) will be 

dropped. 

 

 Academic Integrity 
Integrity is extremely important in any science or engineering discipline.  It is taken no less seriously in 

the classroom.   

The Instructor has the right to issue a grade of "F" for the course in which the instructor believes the 

student has cheated.   
 

Students With Disabilities:  If you need support or assistance because of a disability, you may be 
eligible for academic accommodations through Disability Services.  For more information, contact 

Disability Services at (541) 917-4789 
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Linnbenton Community College Instructor: Ahmad 

Ph 201 – General Physics w/ Algebra Fall 2015 

 

Ph 201 Daily  Tentative  Schedule 
Note: Labs may be done on any class period 

 

Week Date(Mon) Monday 

Tuesday – LAB 

(Labs may be conducted on 

other days instead of Tue) 

Thursday 

1 9/28 – 10/2 
First day  

of class, Ch 1 

Introduction and  

Uniform Motion 
Ch 1 

2 10/5 – 10/9 Ch 2  
Displacement, Velocity, 

and Acceleration  
Ch 2 

3 10/12 – 10/16 Ch 3 

Acceleration along an 

incline and/or Due to 

Gravity 

Ch 3 

4 10/19 – 10/23 Ch 4 
Projectile Motion 

 

Test 1  

(over Ch 1,2,3) 

5 10/26 – 10/30 
Ch 5 

 
Forces in Equilibrium  Ch 5 

6 11/2 – 11/6 
Ch 6 

 
Newton’s Laws of Motion Ch 6 

7 
11/9 – 11/13 

 
Ch 7 Rotational Motion Ch 7 

8 11/16 – 11/20 
Ch 8  

(Torque Lab) 
Torque 

Test 2 

(over Ch 4 – 7) 

9 
 

11/23 – 11/27 
Ch 8, 9 Impulse and Momentum 

Thanksgiving 

Holiday  

NO SCHOOL 

10 12/1 – 12/4 Ch 9, 10  Work and Power Ch 10 

11 
Final Week 

12/7 – 12/11 

 

Monday 5:00 – 7:00 PM 

Final Exam  

(Over all topics) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


