
BOOK SYNOPSIS (Assignment 1) & 
IN CLASS DISCUSSION (Assignment 2) 

 
Objectives 

1. In response to the book that you have selected, to demonstrate that you have read 
the book and understand the author’s main ideas.  

2. Determine who you believe to be a visionary in education. 
 
Assignment 1 – Book Review Synopsis    
After you have read your book, write a synopsis. A book synopsis is written in your own 
words. It consists of an entry for each chapter that is 1-3 sentences in length and also 
includes a summary paragraph. The summary paragraph reflects the entire text. For 
example, if your book has 10 chapters, you will write ten synopsis entries and the 
summary paragraph.   
 
Hint from Former Students: Write each chapter synopsis as you read rather than 
waiting until you have completed the entire book.  
                                       

Guidelines 
_____   

• Title of Book Read and Author’s Name 
• Student’s Name 
• Title of Course 
• Instructor’s Name 
• Submission Date 

 
_____ Single spacing for entries 
 
_____ 12-point font  
 
_____ 1-inch margins on all sides 
 
_____ Chapter number and title heading 
 
_____ Grammatically correct writing functions 
 
_____Paper follows assigned topic. It addresses what the writer was asked to address. 
 
_____The summary paragraph provides a sense of closure and summarizes the author’s 
main points. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Book Synopsis Example 
 

Judicious Discipline by Forrest Gathercoal 
John Smith 

ED 216: Purpose/Structure/Function of Education in a Democracy 
Christy Stevens 

Jan. 1 2010 
 
Chapter 1 – Introduction to Judicious Discipline 
Gathercoal suggests a “Judicious Discipline” framework for behavior management that 
encourages learners to develop a sense of self-responsibility and autonomy. This 
framework challenges the traditional system of punishments and rewards and sets the 
framework for a democratic classroom. 
 
Chapter 2 – Professional Ethics 
In this chapter the reader participates in a discussion of professional ethics and learns 
strategies for always operating in the best interest of the student. 
 
Chapter 3 – A Constitutional Perspective for School Rules 
Chapter 3 reviews the following legal principles: The Bill of Rights, First Amendment, 
Fourteenth Amendment, Due Process, in loco parentis, compelling state interests, 
property loss or damage, legitimate educational purpose, threat to health and safety, 
serious disruption of the educational process, and reasonable time, place and manner. 
This legal foundation helps students understand fair rules and interestingly enough these 
are the same rules that under gird the American society. 
 
Summary Paragraph Judicious Discipline 
     Judicious Discipline is written for educators. Based on democratic principles author 
Forrest Gathercoal provides a system for a single classroom teacher or whole schools to 
teach students to be responsible for themselves. Gathercoal challenges the prevalent 
method of rewards and punishments that the U.S. educational system has been enthralled 
with for the last 75 years. Rather, he suggests that as we live in a democracy, classrooms 
should be places where students learn and live by democratic principles instead of 
tyrannical authoritarian rules. Judicious Discipline offers a language that supports 
educators as they support students in developing higher-level moral reasoning. While 
soundly granted in theory and research this book overflows with classroom stories and 
practical applications. 
 
 
Assignment 2 – In class Assignment     
Points are earned on the two days noted on your schedule of assignments as 
“Participation Points Book Group”.  
 



1. Choose a quote from your book. Using a 14 point font, type the quote on a sheet 
of paper and bring it to class. Be prepared to share this with your classmates and 
include the page number. Example:  

 
I vividly remember when, seeking help with my college application, I 
approached my guidance counselor at Boston English High School. He 
somberly looked me in the eye and said, “I honestly think the best thing for 
you to do is to apply to Franklin Institute and become a TV repairman. You 
have been in this country only two years and you will never develop the 
necessary vocabulary to compete with American-born who have been 
speaking English all their lives.”  What my guidance counselor failed to 
recognize is that I was already fluent in three languages and that I had scored 
over 600 in both my Spanish and French Achievement tests. What my 
guidance counselor did was to equate my English language development 
with my intellectual capacity. 
 

Donaldo Macedo 
Literacies of Power 

Page 1 
 

2. For two days we will break into small groups. You and your classmates will hold 
a book group conversation. BRING YOUR BOOK TO CLASS BOTH DAYS. 
Be prepared to discuss the following: 

 
• What message does the author/book have for future educators? Some 

books will make this very clear. With others, you will have to make the 
connection between the content of the book and the message for future 
educators yourself. 

 
• Be prepared to make connections/comparisons/contrasts between your 

reading and those of other students. 
 

• What is something you learned that you did not know? 
 

• What is something that you are curious about? 
 
 
You will be asked to complete a participation rubric after the discussions. Remember that 
rubrics are about quality and not quantity 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Book Group Participation Rubric 
 

Name: _________________________________________  Date: ___________________ 
 
_____ Arrived on time for class. 
 
_____ Left class on time. 
 
 Excellent Good 

 
Average Poor 

Contributing 
to the 
Conversation 

Clearly 
communicated 
ideas and 
thoughts 

Usually shared 
ideas and 
thoughts 

Rarely 
expressed ideas 
and thoughts 

Never speaks 
up  

Quality of 
Interaction 

Displays 
adeptness at 
interacting with 
others and 
expresses 
appreciation for 
group members 

Demonstrates 
some ability to 
interact with 
and encourage 
other 
participants 

Seems 
preoccupied 
with self issues 

Dominates or 
ignores 
conversation 

Responding to 
Others 

Gave dignified 
responses  to 
others 

Responded in 
ways that did 
not offend 

Sometimes hurt 
feelings of 
others with 
responses 

Was openly 
rude when 
responding 

Active 
Listening   

Engages in 
active listening 
with classmates 

Usually listens 
to classmates 

Rarely listens 
to classmates 

Appears 
disinterested 
and or 
distracted 

 
 Excellent Good Average Poor 
Contributing 
to the 
Conversation 

    

Quality of 
Interaction 

    

Responding to 
Others 

    

Active 
Listening   

    

 


